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1. Executive Summary 

A pre-fishery stock assessment was conducted on oyster beds in Lough Foyle during autumn 

2017. 

The results of this survey are in keeping with the results of the post-season survey with the 

population skewed towards larger size classes and continued evidence of the dominance of the 

cohort of oysters that settled in Lough Foyle in late summer 2014.   

The harvestable biomass of oysters on all oyster beds is estimated to be 315 tonnes (Figure 1).  

Landings from the fishery in the 2016/17 season amounted to just over 185 tonnes.  The total 

biomass of oysters on these beds has improved relative to the spring situation thanks largely to 

a very good growing season in 2017.  There was no evidence of a widespread spatfall in 2017. 

It is recommended that the fishery does not remove the total harvestable biomass in the 2017/18 

season.  This will help to prevent the loss of an effective spawning stock for the 2018 spawning 

period and help retain sufficient stock to support a sustainable fishery for 2018/19.   

 

Figure 1 Harvestable Biomass (tonnes) Foyle oyster beds autumn 2017 

 


















































