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1. Executive Summary

A prefishery stock assessment was conducieayster beds in Lough Foytiiring autumn
2016.

The results of thisurveyarein keeping withthe results of thgostseason survewith

continuedevidence of the cohort of oystdlat settled irLough Foylein late summer 2014

The harvestale biomass of oystemn all oyster bedss estimated to b&74tonnegFigure 1)
Landings from thdisheryin the 2015/16&easoramounted tqust over 69 tonnesThe total
biomass of oysters on these bedsilmgprovedrelative tothe spring situation thanks largely to

a very good growing season in 201bhe 2 year old oysters in tle®hort that settled in late
summer 201have grown as much @®mm in 2016 and some have already reached 80mm
however the vast majoritgre less than 3% in weight at this point in time.There was no

evidence of a widespread spdtfal2016

It isrecommended that tHisherydoes not removthe total harvestable biomass in the @Q¥
season. Thiwill help to prevent the loss of affective spawning sté&for the 201%pawning

period.

Figurel Harvestable Biomag$) on Foyleoyster bedsautumn2016
































































