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PARTIAL REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT ON 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE FOYLE AREA AND CARLINGFORD AREA (TAGGING AND LOGBOOK)

REGULATIONS 2001
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1.
Title of Proposal

The Foyle Area and Carlingford Area (Tagging and Logbook) (Amendment) Regulations 2010. 
2.
Purpose and Intended Effect

Objectives

The objective of this impact assessment is to inform policy on the proposed Regulation which would amend the current The Foyle Area and Carlingford Area (Tagging and Logbook) Regulations 2001 to;

· Make it an offence to be in possession of a forged or altered carcass tag.
3.
Background
Recently a Magistrates court  District Judge sitting in Omagh ruled against the Agency on a case where a tag had been tampered with on the basis that the Agency could not prove beyond a reasonable doubt that the defendant had forged or altered or caused the tag to be forged or altered.  The implication of this is that Agency staff would have to witness this act being carried out.
Given that carcass tags are issued to those persons who buy licences, and that those people then have the tags in the privacy of their own homes, it is neither possible nor practical for Agency staff to witness their alteration.
The Agency therefore wishes to simply change this section to make it an offence to be in possession of a forged or altered tag, i.e. to change the wording of the existing regulation 5 (e) “to be in possession of any tag that has been forged or altered.”

4.
Rationale for Regulatory Intervention
There is no other method by which the proposed regulatory alteration can be achieved.
5.
Consultation
Within Government
Government Departments will be routinely consulted as part of the public consultation exercise. 

Public Consultation
A full public consultation exercise on the proposals will be undertaken. The consultation will include Loughs Agency stakeholders, Government Departments, Non Governmental Organisations and the general public.
7.
Options
Option 1:
Do nothing.

Option 2:
introduce regulatory change.

Option 7(1) - Do Nothing. 
This option is inappropriate. Carcass tagging is one of the principle conservation and protection measures in the control of numbers of fish that are killed by both commercial fishermen and anglers. The tags are also a principle controlling mechanism for the Regulation of trade in fish carcasses. Where there is an exposed weakness in the regulatory controls it must be addressed in order for the regulation to be effective.

Option 7(2) - Introduce Regulatory Change
This option is direct, easy to understand, and is the most logical way forward.

8.
 Costs 

There will be no cost to businesses for any of the options considered.  The enforcement costs associated with the proposals outlined above are neutral as they will fall within the current budget for enforcement of fisheries legislation. 


9.
 Sectors and Groups Affected 

The Regulations will not directly affect any commercial interests in the Foyle and Carlingford area, and may boost the sales of fishing equipment and baits as the fisheries become more abundant. 

The proposed Regulations have been screened for equality implications and there are no equality issues for any of the section 75 groups as specified in the Northern Ireland Act 1998, however these groups will be included in the consultation process

10.
 Summary and Recommendation

To introduce the Regulations as proposed.

11.
 Declaration and Publication

I have read the Regulatory Impact Assessment and I am satisfied that the benefits justify the costs.

	Signed 
	……..……………………..

	

	Date
	………………………….
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