
Annexe A

PARTIAL REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT ON THE PROPOSED FOYLE AREA AND CARLINGFORD AREA PRESCRIBED SPECIES REGULATIONS 2010
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1.
TITLE OF PROPOSAL
Foyle Area and Carlingford Area Prescribed Species Regulations 2010

2.
PURPOSE AND INTENDED EFFECT
Objectives

The objective of this impact assessment is to inform policy on the proposed Regulations which will:-

Prescribe the species of fish for the purpose of section 35A of the Foyle Fisheries Act, 1952 and the Foyle Fisheries Act (Northern Ireland) 1952 as inserted by the Foyle and Carlingford Fisheries Act 2007 and the Foyle and Carlingford Fisheries (Northern Ireland) Order 2007 respectively. 
The Regulation will prescribe the fish species that cannot be fished for, taken or killed except under the authority of a fishing licence.
This Regulation also requires the revocation of Regulation 3.1 of the current Foyle Area and Carlingford Area (Licensing of Fishing Engines) Regulations 2001 as amended.
3.
 BACKGROUND
Section 35A of the Foyle Fisheries Act, 1952 and the Foyle Fisheries Act (Northern Ireland) 1952 “Prohibition of unlicensed fishing” states that;

1) A person shall not fish for, take or kill salmon or such other kind of fish as may be prescribed for the purposes of this section except—

(a) under the authority of a fishing licence; and

(b) in accordance with the terms and conditions of that licence and of any regulations relating to it.

The section specifies salmon, but also states that any other species must be prescribed. The Loughs Agency wishes to prescribe the following fish species for the purposes of this section;
(a) Pike (Esox lucius);
(b) Arctic Charr (Salvelinus alpinus);
(c) Smelt (Osmerus eperlanus);
(d) Allis Shad (Alosa alosa Linnaeus);
(e) Twaite Shad (Alosa fallax Lacépède);
(f)  European Eel (Anguilla anguilla);
(g) Golden Grey Mullet (Liza aurata);
(h) Thin lipped Grey (Liza Ramada);
(i) Sea trout  (Salmo Trutta);
(j) Brown trout.(Salmo Trutta);
(k) Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss);

(l) Bream (Abramis brama);

(m)  Carp (Cyprinus carpio);
(n) Perch (Perca fluviatillis)
(o) Roach (Rutilus rutilis)
(p) Tench (Tinca tinca)

(q) Rudd (Scardinius erythrophthalmus)
(r) Any Hybrid of the species j to q as listed above 
The Regulation formally revokes regulation 3.1 of the Foyle Area and Carlingford Area (Licensing of Fishing Engines) Regulations 2001.  Regulation 3.1 was effectively revoked upon the repeal of section 13(1) (f) of the Foyle Fisheries Act, 1952 and the Foyle Fisheries Act (Northern Ireland) 1952 and the coming into operation of section 35A. 
4.
 RATIONALE FOR REGULATORY INTERVENTION
1. The rationale for regulatory intervention is to prescribe the fish species as required in the amended legislation.
2. The consultation on the RIA will provide an opportunity for interested parties to make their own representations in respect of the potential impact of these proposals on stakeholders.  

5.
 CONSULTATION
Within Government
Government Departments will be routinely consulted as part of the public consultation exercise. 

Public Consultation
A full public consultation exercise on the proposals will be undertaken. The consultation will include Loughs Agency stakeholders, Government Departments, Non Governmental Organisations and the general public
6.
 OPTIONS
Option 1:
Do nothing.

Option 2:
Prescribe species of fish as required
6.1
Option (1) - Do nothing. 
Failure to fulfil the regulatory amendments as required, may leave future conservation and protection enforcement actions open to challenge, and as such is not a viable option.
6.2
Option (2) - Prescribe species of fish as required
This option is the only viable option the Loughs Agency has in terms of regulatory development.

7.
 COSTS 
There will be no cost to businesses for any of the options considered.  The enforcement costs associated with the proposals outlined above are neutral as they will fall within the current budget for enforcement of fisheries legislation. 


8.
 SECTORS AND GROUPS AFFECTED 
The Regulations will not directly affect any commercial interests in the Foyle and Carlingford area, and may boost the sales of fishing equipment and baits as the fisheries become more abundant. 
The only group that would be affected by the proposed Regulation are anglers. The Loughs Agency has previously introduced a ban on the sale of rod caught fish for game species, and prohibitions on the killing of coarse species and eels, therefore anglers will suffer no commercial disadvantage due to this exercise. 
The proposed Regulations have been screened for equality implications and there are no equality issues for any of the section 75 groups as specified in the Northern Ireland Act 1998, however these groups will be included in the consultation process

9.
 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION
To introduce the Regulations as proposed.

10.
 DECLARATION AND PUBLICATION
I have read the Regulatory Impact Assessment and I am satisfied that the benefits justify the costs.
	Signed 
	……..……………………..

	Date
	………………………….
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