Annexe A

REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT ON 

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE FOYLE AREA AND CARLINGFORD AREA (ANGLING) REGULATIONS 2001
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1.
Title of Proposal

Foyle Area and Carlingford Area Angling (Amendment) Regulations 2010
2.
Purpose and intended effect

Objectives

The objective of this impact assessment is to inform policy on the proposed Regulations which would amend the current Foyle Area and Carlingford Area (Angling) Regulations 2001 to;

· Allow the use of a single dressed fly and bubble as a fishing method on specified stocked waters.
· Incorporate the Fly fishing only permit conditions established on Lough Brickland into Regulation.
· Allow the use of a single dressed fly and bubble as a fishing method on specified waters on the River Mourne.
· Specify Rainbow trout in the bag limits for specified stocked waters.
· Clarify the prohibited use of baits when fishing for salmonids or rainbow trout in the Foyle and Carlingford area.

3.
 Background
Loughs Agency stakeholders have requested changes to the 2001 Angling Regulations in the Foyle and Carlingford Area. Stakeholders have made their requests for change though a number of different approaches, including directly by letter, through representatives on the Loughs Agency Advisory Forum and on website based opinion forums. These changes are specific to angling and relate principally to fisheries operated by the Department of Culture Arts and Leisure (DCAL). The changes are proposed to respond to angling stakeholder requests, and principally to;
· clarify specific issues;
· make angling more accessible to disabled anglers on DCAL lakes in the Foyle and Carlingford Areas. 

4.
 Rationale for Regulatory Intervention
Given that all of the changes and clarifications requested to be changed by Loughs Agency stakeholders are base in current Regulations, the only way that these changes and clarifications can be made is the variation / amendment of these Regulations. There are no other methods by which these measures can be introduced.
5.
 Consultation

Within Government
Government Departments will be routinely consulted as part of the public consultation exercise. Initial consultation has taken place with DCAL as the principle fishery manager affected who are supportive of the proposed changes. 

6.
 Public Consultation

A full public consultation exercise on the proposals will be undertaken. The consultation will include Loughs Agency stakeholders, Government Departments, Non Governmental Organisations and the general public.
7.
 Options
Option 1:
Do nothing.

Option 2:
Introduce partial regulatory change.

Option 3: 
Introduce regulatory change.

Option 7(1) - Do nothing. 
This option is inappropriate. Where the Agency has the ability to respond to stakeholders legitimate concerns or requirements, failure to regulate may see a fall in confidence by those stakeholders. 
Additionally failure to regulate may lead to the possibility of a challenge by people with disabilities who wish to fish with bubble and fly. Failure to regulate may also allow areas of confusion associated with the current Regulations to continue, and thereby impact negatively on the relationship between the Agency and its stakeholders, which is fundamental to the successful conservation and protection of the fisheries of the Foyle and Carlingford areas.

Option 7(2) - Introduce Partial Regulatory Change
Should the Agency introduce partial changes, it may be forced to implement further amendments, leading to an extension of the period of uncertainty for stakeholders. The Agency believes that making all of the proposed amendments together is the most efficient and effective manner of fulfilling the requests.
Option 7(3) - Introduce Regulatory Change.
This option is direct, easy to understand and the desire of the Agency stakeholders, giving them the clarification they require, and is the most logical way forward with the Regulations.

8.
 Costs 
There will be no cost to businesses for any of the options considered.  The enforcement costs associated with the proposals outlined above are neutral as they will fall within the current budget for enforcement of fisheries legislation. 


9.
 Sectors and Groups Affected 
The Regulations will not directly affect any commercial interests in the Foyle and Carlingford area, and may boost the sales of fishing equipment and baits as the fisheries become more abundant. The only individuals affected would be those who fish the areas concerned, and these are the majority of people who requested the changes.

The proposed Regulations have been screened for equality implications and there are no equality issues for any of the section 75 groups as specified in the Northern Ireland Act 1998; however these groups will be included in the consultation process

10.
 Summary and Recommendation
To introduce the Regulations as proposed.

11.
 Declaration and Publication
I have read the Regulatory Impact Assessment and I am satisfied that the benefits justify the costs.
	Signed 
	……..……………………..

	

	Date
	………………………….
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