Annex A

REGULATORY IMPACT ASSESSMENT ON THE PROPOSED FOYLE AREA (LICENSING OF OYSTER FISHING) (AMENDMENT) REGULATIONS 2010
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1
TITLE OF PROPOSAL
The Foyle Area (Licensing of Oyster Fishing) (Amendment) Regulations 2010
2
PURPOSE AND INTENDED EFFECT
The objective of this impact assessment is to inform policy on the proposed Regulations which will:-

· reduce the fee for a licence to fish the Lough Foyle oyster fishery 

3
BACKGROUND
The Loughs Agency proposes to reduce the fee for a licence to fish the Lough Foyle oyster fishery to £150 or €166. This proposal is due to the increase in the number of applications to fish the Lough Foyle oyster fishery received by the Agency and the increase in the value of the Euro against the Sterling Pound. The Agency also wishes to set the fee closer to that charged (€150) in other public oyster fisheries in Ireland. The fee currently charged for an oyster licence in Lough Foyle is £300 or €400.
4
 RATIONALE FOR REGULATORY INTERVENTION
The rationale for regulatory intervention is to reduce the fee charged for a licence due to the increased number of fishermen now applying for a licence.
The consultation on the RIA will provide an opportunity for interested parties to make their own representations in respect of the potential impact of these proposals on stakeholders.  

5
 CONSULTATION
Within Government
Government Departments will be routinely consulted as part of the public consultation exercise. 

Public Consultation

A full public consultation exercise on the proposals will be undertaken. The consultation will include Loughs Agency stakeholders, Government Departments, Non Governmental Organisations and the general public.
6
OPTIONS
Options
Option 1:
Do nothing.

Option 2:
Introduce regulation

Benefits

6.1
Option (1) - Do nothing. 
Failure to introduce the Regulations will leave the higher fee in place for a licence to fish the Lough Foyle oyster fishery. It will not address the discrepancy in exchange rates that exists with the current Regulation in force. 
6.2
Option (2) - Introduce Regulation

This option will reduce the fee in line with the cost analysis carried out by the Agency and take account of the current exchange rate between Sterling and Euro. Below is a breakdown of the costs in Sterling.
	Fees and Charges - DIRECT COSTS

	
	
	
	
	

	OYSTER FISHING LICENCES

	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Staff Costs
	
	
	£2,994.61

	
	
	
	
	

	
	Other Costs
	
	
	

	2
	Advertising
	
	
	£2,250.00

	3
	Tags
	
	
	£1,120.00

	4
	Books
	
	
	£1,000.00

	5
	Regulation Review
	
	
	£1,632.81

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	TOTAL ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS
	£8,997.42

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Commercial Licences Sold
	60

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	COST PER COMMERCIAL LICENCE
	£149.96


7
 SECTORS AND GROUPS AFFECTED 
The proposed Regulations have been screened for equality implications and there are no equality issues for any of the section 75 groups as specified in the Northern Ireland Act 1998, however these groups will be included in the consultation process

8
 SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION
To introduce the Foyle Area (Licensing of Oyster Fishing) (Amendment) Regulations 2010
9
 DECLARATION AND PUBLICATION

I have read the Regulatory Impact Assessment and I am satisfied that the benefits justify the costs.

	Signed 
	……..……………………..

	

	Date
	………………………….


