Rural Proofing Checklist

Service Provision

1. Centralised service outlets: rural people or businesses generally need to travel to an urban centre to use service outlets. How will the proposed rural beneficiaries of a policy have reasonable access to it? 

	Does policy delivery depend upon outlets, which are sparse in many rural areas?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


2. Few information points: rural areas contain fewer (formal) places to obtain advice and information e.g. libraries, Citizens Advice Bureaux, public Internet points. 

	If the policy's successful delivery requires communication with clients, how will those in rural areas have ready access to information and advice?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


Mobility 
3. Greater travel needs: on average rural people and businesses travel further to reach jobs, facilities, clients and other opportunities. 
	What will the policy effects be upon existing requirements to travel, or the time, convenience and costs entailed for rural businesses or people (especially those on low incomes or without easy access to a car or public transport)?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


4. Higher service delivery costs: rural distances plus small and dispersed populations can make it more difficult and costly to provide services to rural clients. 
	Does the unit cost of providing the service to rural clients limit the extent or quality of service provision?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


Are there alternative ways to reduce costs and increase provision?
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Economic Vibrancy 

5. Employment Opportunities: 
	Will the policy affect the distribution of intended economic activity in different areas, or the level of access to employment or training opportunities, e.g. the distribution of public sector jobs and the relative accessibility of job skills training?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


6. Employment Flexibility: many households require part-time employment or employment with flexible hours to allow them to balance work and life needs - for example, in maintaining a small farm or balancing care arrangements. 

	Will the policy help or hinder this sort of employment need or reduce the need for flexibility through, for example, encouraging better childcare provision?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


7. Small (economic) markets: the market in rural areas is often small or scattered, making it less attractive and possibly unviable for commercial operators. 
	If a policy or initiative is to be delivered commercially, how will rural communities be served and / or how might it be ensured that they benefit equally from any planned use of competition amongst providers as a mechanism for reducing prices or increasing quality?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


8. Small firm economy: more businesses are micro-businesses in rural areas (in particular agricultural) and there are few medium-sized or large firms. 
	Will a policy or initiative target and be of benefit to, small (as well as larger) businesses?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain
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Economic Vibrancy 

9. Weak infrastructure: telecommunications infrastructures are generally less developed in rural areas, especially remoter areas. 
	If next generation telecommunications services (e.g. third generation mobile, digital TV or radio broadband) will play a significant part in implementing the policy or initiative, how will it be delivered in rural areas?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


10. Infrastructure innovations: often, new innovations in infrastructure or service provision are introduced into urban areas first. Can innovations also be tested in rural areas? 

	Might rural areas provide a stronger test in the first instance?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


Are there plans to roll out new services or infrastructure to rural areas to minimise long periods of inequality?
11. High Impact Infrastructure: 
	Could a fast or high capacity infrastructure requirement represent a significant impact on environmental or social assets in rural areas (e.g. the impact on social cohesion of increased mobility stemming from the upgrading of roads)?  
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


Could it be modified to reduce these impacts whilst still delivering policy benefits?
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Social Well Being 

12. Countryside amenity and access: the countryside provides important recreational opportunities and a place to get away from it all for people wherever they live. 
	What will b the impact of the policy or initiative for people wishing to reach and use the countryside as a place for recreation and enjoyment?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


13. Needs not concentrated: rural disadvantage and social exclusion does not exist in the types of concentrations found on urban housing estates or in inner city neighbourhoods. It is generally scattered and, in wealthier parts of the countryside, exists side by side with affluence. 
	Will a policy, especially area-based initiatives, have provision for reaching people or households in the open countryside as well as more concentrated locations of disadvantage?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


14. Different types of need: the mix of deprivation characteristics is somewhat different between rural and urban areas. Poor access to services (including health & social services), low local wages, limited job opportunities and a lack of affordable housing are key rural issues. 
	What needs or deprivation indicators will be used to target an initiative: will they reflect both rural and urban concerns?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain
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15. Low institutional capacity: private, public and voluntary sector bodies in rural areas tend to be smaller and often struggle to forge partnerships or submit bids, especially to tight timescales. 
	If a policy or initiative depends upon local institutions, how will it allow for areas with low institutional capacity?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


How might it avoid a bias in favour of urban representation and influence if partnership formation is a key method for delivery or for subsequent mainstreaming of learning from pilot initiatives?

16. Social Capital and community cohesion: provision of services or design of village renewal, new or regeneration of housing estates can impact on sense of community and social capital. 
	Will the policy contribute to strengthening or weakening social capital and hence, the health and sustainability of rural communities?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain
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Natural and Cultural Capital 

17. Land-based industries: land-based industries (e.g. agriculture, forestry, fishing and extraction / mining) have an important impact on the rural landscape, environment and biodiversity, and remain significant employers in certain rural areas (despite being a fairly small element of the overall rural economic base). 
	Will a policy have any particular impacts on land-based industries and, therefore, on rural economies and environments?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


18. Landscape quality and character: our rural landscapes are highly valued for their beauty and distinctiveness and contribute significantly to our tourism potential. 
	What will be the likely policy impact upon the quality and distinctive character of natural and built rural landscapes, especially (but not only) on protected landscapes and on biodiversity?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


19. Local Craft and Food production: A key resource for the growth of many micro-businesses in rural areas is the use of traditional crafts, foods and recipes. 

	Will the policy have an impact on the production of any of these, (e.g. regulations affecting food hygiene and production standards)?
	Significant
	Not Significant
	Uncertain

	
	
	
	


If so how might traditional approaches be accommodated?
