RESPONSE FORM
QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

Please provide your name and address:
	


Please provide the name of the group your comments represent (if applicable):

	


Please provide the names of any individual or group you have further consulted (if applicable):

	


Recommendation 1

Rather than just setting out what the change in regulation will entail and asking people to comment on this, specific questions should be asked about the consultation document.  Government guidelines suggest that a mixture of open and closed questions should be asked, and that respondents should also be able to comment on issues not directly addressed in the questions.  Respondents should also be encouraged to provide evidence to support their responses.

Question 1
a) Do you agree that specific questions, both open and close ended, should be asked relating to each consultation document?  Please explain your answer.

	


b) Do you think that respondents should be asked or encouraged to provide evidence to support their responses?  Please explain your answer.

	


c) Do you have any other comments with regards this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 2

On the Loughs Agency website, there should be different sections for active and closed consultations to give greater ease of access to people wishing to find a consultation relevant to them, and be able to find the summary of their responses easier.

Question 2

Below is a possible new format for the layout of the Consultation section of Loughs Agency website.

Consultations

	Active
	Closed

	Title
	Title

	Consultation Document
	Consultation Document

	Response Form
	RIA

	RIA
	Summary of Responses


a) Do you think this will make it easier to find a particular consultation document?  Please explain your answer.
	


b) Do you think this will make it easier to find a particular Summary of Responses document?  Please explain your answer.

	


c) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 3

On the website there should be a downloadable response form, with a number of open and closed questions, which can be answered online or printed off and filled out manually.
Question 3
a) Do you think that there should be a downloadable response form for respondents to electronically return their responses?  Please explain your answer.

	


b) If yes, do you think the response form should include a set of questions, like this one, that would allow respondents to answer specific questions regarding the consultation proposal and complete it online?  Please explain your answer.

	


c) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 4

Each consultation process should involve drawing up a new list of consultees and not relying solely on a set list of consultees that are always notified as some interested/affected parties may be left out of the consultation.  Many of the regulations created by the Loughs Agency are quite specific, so most of the consultee list will remain the same, but a new list should be considered every time regardless.

Question 4

a) Do you agree that it is good practice for Loughs Agency to draw up a new list of consultees for each new consultation?  Please explain your answer.

	


b) Do you think there are any other groups that should be consulted, that are currently not being consulted?  Who are they?  Do you have any suggestions on how this could be achieved within budget and time constraints?

	


c) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 5

Alternative methods to support the written consultation document should be considered, e.g. workshops, public face-to-face meetings, etc, and the results of these should be included in any summary of responses.

Question 5

a) Should alternative methods of explaining and giving details of the consultation be used by Loughs Agency? Please tick all that apply.
	Alternative Method
	Agree 
	Disagree 
	Unsure
	Please explain your answer

	Workshops


	
	
	
	

	Public face-to-face 
meetings
	
	
	
	

	Web forums


	
	
	
	

	Targeted leaflet 
campaigns
	
	
	
	

	Public Surveys


	
	
	
	

	Other (Please specify)


	
	
	
	


b) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 6

The summary of responses document should include an in-depth analysis of the responses received, as well as a detailed description of what the respondents said.  An explanation should be given as to why the final recommendations for regulations were decided upon i.e. how the proposal may be changed in light of the responses received.

Question 6

a) Do you think that the Summary of Responses should include an in-depth analysis of the responses received?  Please explain your answer.
	


b) Do you think that the Summary of Responses should include a detailed description of what the respondents said?  Please explain your answer.

	


c) Do you believe that the Summary of Responses should include a description and explanation of how the proposal has changed in light of the responses received as part of the consultation process?  Please explain you answer.

	


d) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 7

Before the consultation document is released, it should be proof read for jargon and readability by someone who was not involved in the process, and where technical terms need to be used, a glossary should be included.
Question 7

a) Do you think it is a good idea to have the consultation document proof read by someone not involved in the development of the proposal?  Please explain your answer.

	


b) Do you think that a glossary should be included in the consultation document if there is a perceived need for the use of technical terms in the main body of text?  Please explain your answer.

	


c) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 8

The consultation document should clearly state the date when, and the web address where, the summary of responses will be published.  This should be within three months of the closing date for responses.
Question 8

a) Do you think that the consultation document should include the date when, and location where, the Summary of Responses will be published?  Please explain your answer.
	


b) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Recommendation 9

A screening process must be carried out for Human Rights, Equality, Rural Proofing, Sustainable Development and Appropriate Assessment for every new consultation.

Question 9

a) Do you think that the screening processes for the following issues (Annexes B-F) are suitable to use before each new consultation?  Please explain your answer.
	Screening process
	Agree
	Disagree
	Unsure
	Please explain your answer

	Human Rights


	
	
	
	

	Equality


	
	
	
	

	Rural Proofing


	
	
	
	

	Sustainable Development
	
	
	
	

	Appropriate Assessment
	
	
	
	


b) Do you have any other comments with regards to this recommendation?

	


Question 10
Have you any general comments regarding this consultation that do not relate to a specific question above?

	


