
As Senior Technical Officer (STO) Ross works on a variety of aspects of the SeaMonitor project
from salmonid and elasmobranch research to operating the super cool autonomous
underwater vehicles (AUVs) or ‘gliders’.  His work with the project involves tagging and tracking
Atlantic salmon and basking sharks and liaising with fishermen and local communities on the
importance of the research.  

Ross has been involved with the Marine Institute for many years through a combination of
bursaries, internships, as a PhD student and for the last 4 years as an employee.  His
background is predominately in acoustic and satellite telemetry having worked previously with
Atlantic bluefin tuna, European sea bass and pollock. 

Prior to working on the SeaMonitor project, he worked for 3 years as an STO on the BlueFish
INTERREG project where his primary research focus was on the movements of European sea
bass in the Celtic Sea and Irish Sea and how it they may be potentially effected by climate
change.

When did you know you wanted to become a scientist? Were you interested in marine
biology from a young age?

As far back as I can remember, I’ve always just wanted a job where I could work outdoors. I was
also into fishing when I was younger so as I grew up I naturally decided I would like to work in a
career that would combine the two and years later, here I am.

How did you get involved in studying your specific field/species? 

During a masters I was doing, I did some background reading on bluefin tuna and was blown
away by how far and fast they could move. From that point onwards, I got more and more
interested in where fish actually go and how they behave.
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What have been some highlights working on the SeaMonitor project?

Getting the detections of the acoustically tagged smolts on the glider which was deployed
along the shelf edge has definitely been my highlight. Though we used all available information
to carefully plan the glider transect so that it has the highest chance of encountering
acoustically tagged smolts, there is still definitely an element of luck required. The fact that we
detected four fish from three separate jurisdictions was an even bigger bonus.



Another highlight has been working with the group of researchers who make up the
SeaMonitor team from all the agencies and institutions involved. Everyone is enthusiastic and
helpful which makes dealing with challenging situations much easier.
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It can be a very difficult area of research to break into as opportunities are few and far
between so you might have to slog it out for the first few years. The end result can be very
reward though. Also – don’t expect to be anything like what you’ve seen on the Blue Planet
documentaries. Working with sharks in the Bahamas in the middle of summer is very different
to being on the deck of a charter boat off the north coast of Donegal in November. 

What advice would you give to young people who are considering a career in marine
biology?

What question about the marine environment and/or marine species would you most like
an answer to?

The recent drive to move to renewable sources of energy production will see a significant
amount of offshore wind farm development in the waters around Ireland. I am very interested
to know how the presence and operation of these wind farms will i) impact on the migration of
species through the farm areas and ii) whether these designated wind farm zones may become
de-facto MPAs which benefit fisheries in adjacent areas.


