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The Drumragh Catchment
The Drumragh River is made up of a series
of  branching river systems that extend
along the southern end of the Loughs
Agency's Foyle catchment. Its upper
tributaries include the Seskinore River,
Routing Burn and Quiggery River, which
wind among drumlins (glacial deposits) to
the south. The town of Omagh is sited at the
confluence of the Drumragh and Camowen
rivers where it forms the River Strule.

The Owenreagh River runs west upstream
from the confluence of the Drumragh River
with the Quiggery River. The Drumragh and
Owenreagh South catchments have been
significantly impacted by past large scale
arterial drainage schemes which have
impacted on the quality of in-channel
habitat diversity.

Drumlins are the dominant influence on the
landscape within the Drumragh Catchment,
with sandstone ridges to the east of Fintona
and uplands of west Tyrone forming a
distant backdrop. The drumlins are packed
quite densely to form a deep undulating
lowland landscape with a distinctive
character.  

Narrow river valleys dominate the
landscape, with minor tributaries winding
around the small hills. There are also
patches of marsh in low-lying areas. The
drumlins are predominantly pasture but
have a diverse small-scale landscape
pattern. 

The land-use in the Drumragh and
Owenreagh catchment is primarily
agricultural with smallholdings predominant
in the upper reaches and more intensive
farming in the lower valleys. 

The Drumragh and Owenreagh South
catchments are impacted by a wide range of
anthropogenic factors in both the terrestrial
and aquatic environments. A diverse array of
impacts include amongst others; agriculture,
sand and gravel extraction, commercial
forestry, commercial and recreational fishing,
industry, water abstraction, sewage
treatment, diffuse and point source pollution,
invasive plant species, urban sprawl and
flood defences. 

Increasing pressure on the aquatic
environment within the Drumragh and
Owenreagh catchment requires appropriate
monitoring, control and remediation if native
biodiversity is to be preserved. The proximity
of the Drumragh catchment to an urban area
and the surrounding land-use exacerbates
many of these issues.

As the competent authority for fishery issues
within the catchment, Loughs Agency is
required to fulfil a variety of national and
international obligations.   European
Directives including the Habitats Directive
and Water Framework Directive and the
transposing national legislation have helped
create a legislative framework in which to
drive forward sustainable management of
riparian and aquatic habitats and the native
species which inhabit them.
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Catchment Map
The Drumragh River has a main channel length of approximately 51km and has a
catchment area of 154km2.



Loughs Agency conducts proactive
and reactive pollution investigations to
investigate or highlight problems or
potential problems which may have an
effect on the aquatic environment and
ultimately on the fish species and
aquatic habitats.

Routine water quality monitoring within
the Foyle and Carlingford areas is
conducted by Northern Ireland
Environment Agency (NIEA).  

Their latest data on the NIEA Water
Information Request Viewer from 2018
indicates the Owenreagh and Quiggery
have a 'moderate' river status under the
Water Framework Directive standards.  
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Water Quality



Installation of 310m of fencing to exclude livestock and create a natural buffer.  
Installation of 150m of bank revetment to combat erosion.

There were 2 main objectives:

The two sites on the Aghlisk River, a tributary of the Owenreagh, were designed to
address severe erosion issues in this area, where entire river banks were
collapsing into the river and causing major siltation issues in areas of quality
spawning and nursery habitats.  This erosion was acerbated by livestock trampling
due to the lack of riparian fencing in this area.  
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2020 Programme of Work
Ownreagh River



In working towards achieving advances in habitat protection, Loughs Agency
installed livestock proof fencing in sections of the Aghlisk River, a tributary of
the Owenreagh River.  To reduce siltation from erosion impacting upon
spawning and nursery habitat,  bank revetment works were carried out.

On site 1, 80m of heavy bank side rock revetment was installed using natural
round boulders to re-profile the eroded corners and bring the river back to its
natural width. These round boulders, placed at a 45 degree angle are most
suitable for revetment schemes, as they lock into each other and can sustain
flood events, as the river flow drops down through the spaced round
boulders, dissipating the energy of the river and slowing the flow. 

Natural round boulders are also much more river species friendly than hard
engineering with larger rock flags, as they provide ideal habitat for both
invertebrates and juvenile salmonid species in their recesses.

Owenreagh River
Site 1 on Aghlisk River
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On site 2 of the Aghlisk River, a similar scheme was completed to combat
erosion issues, only this time a combination of root wads and round boulder
rock was used to keep it in place. 

This work reprofiled an area of 70m that had been badly affected by erosion
and was visibly impacting adjacent spawning beds and nursery areas. This
scheme was complimented by 310m of riparian fencing to exclude livestock
from the river bank and recreate a natural buffer strip.

Owenreagh River
Site 2 on Aghlisk River
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The outcome of these projects includes riparian fencing thus enhancing the
in stream habitat and riparian zone. This bank revetment will improve water
quality, increase bank stability, reduce erosion risk, support biodiversity,
protect invertebrates and indigenous fish populations of the watercourse.



reinstate 30m of collapsed bank including re-installation of fencing in order to
reduce impacts of erosion.  

For this site, there was one objective:

The site below Blackfort Bridge on the Quiggery River, a tributary of the
Drumragh, was significantly impacted a flood event causing a large area of bank
to slip into the river. The slip caused the loss of fencing and an access stile. This
site is one of the few good holding pools in this catchment and acts as a sanctuary
to migrating salmon early in the season. 
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2020 Programme of Work
Quiggery River



This scheme involved the insertion of a double row of tree root wads, dug into
the eroded bank, which had been locally sourced. These were installed as a
double row in an area of 30m to re-profile the bank and to arrest the erosion
issues.

The collapsed bank was largely retrieved from the river, as was the old fence
and stile. The old bank was then used to put on top of the root wads to hold
them in place. 

This was an interesting alternative from using rock revetment and it is
anticipated that the root wads will be successful in trapping silt moving down
river following flood events, which should reduce the sediment loading in the
river channel. 

Root wads are also very natural and should give refuge to fish species, as well
as being ideal habitats for hosts of invertebrates. The scheme also involved the
reinstatement of 40m of riparian fencing to protect the investment and allow a
natural buffer strip to grow back. It also incorporated the supply and erection of
an access stile and a drain crossing for anglers using a twin wall pipe.

There are no special designations on the Drumragh, therefore no approvals
were required for this scheme.  Department for Infrastructure Rivers did not
require a Schedule 6 approval, as the Agency were not putting any groynes or
weirs in the river, which could potentially raise water levels.

Quiggery River
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Costs

River

Aghlisk River Site 1

Aghlisk River Site 2

Quiggery River

Total
  

Cost
 

£5,280
 

£5,124
 

£1,746
 

£12,150

For more information on Loughs Agency's river restoration works, please email
general@loughs-agency.org or visit the Loughs Agency website.  
 


