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Hello!
 
Thank you for downloading this pack.  We are delighted you are interested in the
work of the Loughs Agency. 
 
This pack accompanies a children's activity pack which is also available on our
website.  The kids pack is aimed mainly toward children of late primary school
age (7-9). This pack has all the answers and some additional information so you
can learn too! We want you to increase your knowledge of this subject, so that
you can engage in discussion with your children and support them as they go
through each activity.  
 
This our second pack is dedicated to map reading and graphicacy skills.
 
The activities cover map reading, map symbols, cardinal direction, grid lines and
map comprehension.
 
We'd love to see some of the work and activity generated from this pack so please
photograph or scan and email us at education@loughs-agency.org so we can
share them on our website and social media channels and perhaps inspire others.  
 
When all the activities are complete, there are several map quizzes to complete
online to test learning.  Each map is based on one of the many river catchments
local to the Foyle and Carlingford catchments.
 
We hope you enjoy learning as you go through the pack.  If you have any
feedback please send your comments to education@loughs-agency.org.
 
Thank you
Loughs Agency Education Team
 
 

#RIVERWATCHATHOME



Maps
A map is a drawing or image of all or part of the earth's surface.  look
at the example below which is a map with illustrations added. Its basic
purpose is to show where things are. Maps may show visible features, such
as rivers and lakes, forests, buildings and roads. Depending on the maps
main purpose it can give us a lot of information about a particular place.
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Activity 
1

Have a good look at the map on the previous page and try and
complete the activities and answer the questions below?           

Q2 Can you draw an arrow on the map to mark the direction the water is
flowing on the River Foyle when the tide is going out?     

Q3 What do you think the grey lines marked A6, A5, R236 and R265 are
on the map?     

A3     The grey lines marked A6, A5, R236 and R265 are roads.

Q1
Strabane Canal        
Culmore Fort and Lighthouse 
The place where the rivers Finn and Mourne meet         

On the map can you find and circle: 

Q4 How many angling hotspots can you count on this map?   

A4     There are three angling hotspots on this map.

Q5 Write down the names of the points of interest that you have seen or
visited.

A5  For example, I have visited Culmore Fort and the Guildhall.  
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Map Reading



Angling Picnic Parking

Before we can fully understand maps and benefit from all the information
that they can provide us, we must first learn how to recognise and
understand map symbols and common signs. 
 
Symbols can be small pictures, letters, lines or coloured areas to show
features like angling spots, picnic areas, rivers, roads and parking spaces.

Maps often use symbols instead of words to label real-life features and
make the map clearer. With so many features on a map there would not be
enough space to write everything down. 
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Symbols

MAP KEY

Most maps will have a key that explains the different symbols on the map,
like the key in the map above showing the symbols for towns, rivers, sea
areas, lakes and river catchments. 
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Activity 
2

A map is a representation on paper of a three dimensional world. It is
a birds eye view of what we see around us. In this exercise can you
draw a three dimensional object as it might look from above?

Creating Map Symbols

House

Try to imagine that you are a bird flying over the top of these, use the first
example to help you imagine how a bridge would be represented on a map. 
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You should see that looking at articles from above simplifies
them into an assortment of circles, triangles, lines and
rectangles.  Continue to draw each three dimensional object as
it might look from above.

What might you add to your drawing of a lighthouse to
make it look different from a spinning top?

 A beam of light :Answer to activity 3

Creating Map Symbols

Activity
3 Answer    A beam of light 
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North Pole

South Pole

West

East

People use maps to plan journeys, finding their starting point and then
choosing the best route to their desired destination. Whilst travelling they
make sure they are travelling in the right direction by using way points or
points of interest and the cardinal directions you can see in the compass rose
below. North, East, South and West.

Our planet is a globe with a
North pole and a South pole.
The earth rotates anti-clockwise
on its axis from west to east,
making it seem like the sun is
rising in the East and setting in
the West. You can use the sun
to find direction. See our
challenge on the next page.

Cardinal Direction

The cardinal directions that you can see above allow us to find direction
anywhere in the world. If you can find North then you can find East, South
and West. Being able to find direction is a wonderful skill.

Remembering the order of the cardinal
directions can be made easier by using a rhyme.
 
Never Eat Shredded Wheat
or Never Eat Salty Worms

Can you think of a rhyme to
help you remember the
cardinal directions

Activity
4

 Never Eat Slimey Worms    or      Naughty Elephants Squirt Water 

Compass rose

N

S

W E
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Activity 
5

Make a compass using a stick and two
stones.

We know that the sun appears to move across the sky, rising in the east and
setting in the west. We can use this basic knowledge to devise a simple
compass. This method relies on there being enough sunshine to create a
shadow.

A straight stick no shorter than 60cm long, and 1.5cm to 3cm wide.
Two rocks to be used as markers.

You will need the following:

Ensure that you are in a flat clearing, free from rocks and shadows from
overhanging trees.

Push the stick into the ground so that it
stands straight up, no angles.
Place a rock at the tip of the shadow made
by your stick and mark it with a “W”.

1.

2.

Now wait for 20 - 30 minutes. This allows for the shadow cast by your stick
to move across the ground.

3. Now place a second rock at the tip of the
shadow cast by your stick, and mark with an “E”.
 
4. Draw a line in the ground between the two
rocks, or use another stick to mark the line
between the two rocks.

5. Now stand with
your right foot at the
stone marked E and
left foot at stone
marked W. You are
now facing North.
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Using a Map Grid

Some maps have a grid to help you locate places. A map grid is a pattern of
lines that cross each other. The lines form squares, each square is a grid
section. Each row of squares on our map below has a number that you can
see on the left hand side and each column has a letter that you can see at
the top of the map.

To practise using a grid to read a map, find the animal found at grid section
B,6. Put your finger on the letter B at the top of the page and trace your
finger down to row 6. You should find a brown trout. Test your new skill on
the next page in activity 6.
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Activity 
6

Complete the questions below by
circling the correct answer.

Q1 What can be found in grid sector H4?
      A     A Walker B     Fisherman C     A Bird

Q2 What is in sector B6?
      A     A Bird B     A Boat C     A Fish

Q3 What settlement is in grid sector D5?
      A  Carrickmore B     Fintona C     Omagh

Q4 What is the name of the bird whose head is in in grid sector G3?      

A Peregrine Falcon B   Little Egret C     Buzzard

Q5 What is the name of the mountain in grid sector G8?
      A  Mary Gray B   Slievemore C    Bessy Bell

Q6 What is the grid reference for the Harry Avery Castle?
      A     C5 B     B2 C     F9

Q7 What is the location of the town of Seskinore?
      A     E3 B     E8 C     E9

Q8 What grid sector will you find the Ulster American Folk Park?
      A     C2 B     C3 C     C4

Q9 In which grid reference does the Drumragh River meet the Camowen?
      A     D5 B      E5 C     E8
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Activity 
7

Have a good look at the map above and try and complete the 
activities and answer the questions on the next page?           



Activity 
7

Complete the questions below by
circling the correct answer.

Q1 What is the name of the Lough that features in this map?
      A    Carlingford B     Foyle C     Neagh

Q2 What is the name of the mountain range in the East?
      A     Cooley B     Sperrin C     Mourne

Q3 Who owned the Castle found in Carlingford Village?      

A Queen Maeve B     King John C   King Alfred

Q4 What is the name of the lighthouse at the mouth of Carlingford Lough?      

A Greencastle B  Haulbowline C   Rosstrevor

Q5 What kind of bird can you see wading near to Mill Bay?
      A  Grey heron B   Curlew C    Little Egret

Q6 What kind of shellfish on the map can be found in Carlingford Lough?
      A  Giant Clam B Native Oyster C Zebra Mussels

Q7 There are ten rivers named on the map, can you find and circle all ten?
      

Q8
What kind of fish can you catch if you are fishing in the Mountains of
Mourne
      

A    Conger Eel B Rainbow Trout C     Sea Trout

Q9
There is a settlement not on the map that can be found to the west of
Rostrevor. What is it called?
      A     Belfast B      Lisburn C     Newry
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Activity 
8

Using the grid below, draw a map of your living room, kitchen or
garden. Remember to draw it from a birds eye view, as if your were
looking down from the ceiling or sky. 

Activity 
8

Enhance your map by adding a key to explain what your symbols are
and if you can find which direction North is, add a compass rose.

Making a Map

Compass Rose

Map Key



Thank you for all your effort in
attempting our Maps of Foyle and
Carlingford pack.
 
We would love to see photographs
of your homemade field compasses
and some of the work that you
produced from this pack.
 
We also invite you to check our
website for our online Map Quiz
series, that will allow you to
explore the Foyle and Carlingford
catchments.
 
www.loughs-agency.org/managing-our-loughs/community-engagement/riverwatch-at-home
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